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The aim of this study was to find out the most common types of grammatical 
errors used by students’ writing activities at eleventh grade of SMA N 3 Brebes. 
Writing skill not only need a lot of vocabulary in composing a paragraph, but also 
correct grammars, apart from other writing’s rules, in order to be comprehensible. 
Therefore, composing a paragraph in writing activity takes a lot of times. 
This was descriptive research, the research employing documentation to 
collect data and the researcher used descriptive method to describe students’ 
grammatical errors in writing activities. The subject of this study was eleventh 
grade of SMA N 3 Brebes. They were consisted of 30 students as the subject of 
the research. In collecting data, the reseracher gave students a topic of 
“Experience”. The writing should consist of 150 words. 
The result of analysis shows that (1) The most common types of grammatical 
errors made by the students in writing activity were simple past tense (41,8%) and 
prepositions was (33,2%). For each class, it describes students writing activity 
were XI IPS 1: simple past tense (35,2%) and preposition (29,4%) and for XI IPS 
2: simple past tense (45,4%) and preposition 36,3%), lastly for XI IPS 3: simple 
past tense (50%) and preposition or present perfect tense (25%). 
Based on these findings, it can be concluded that most students of SMA 3 
Brebes got wrong in past tense and preposition. The students had some difficulties 
in applying English grammar rules in their writings. Therefore, it is suggested for 
the teacher and the students to be aware and pay more attention to the errors in 
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Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui jenis kesalahan tata bahasa 
yang paling umum digunakan oleh kegiatan penulisan siswa di kelas sebelas SMA 
N 3 Brebes. Keterampilan menulis tidak hanya membutuhkan banyak kosakata 
dalam menyusun paragraf, tetapi juga tata bahasa yang benar, selain dari aturan 
tulisan lainnya, agar dapat dipahami. Oleh karena itu, menyusun paragraf dalam 
kegiatan menulis membutuhkan banyak waktu. 
Ini adalah penelitian deskriptif, penelitian yang menggunakan dokumentasi 
untuk mengumpulkan data dan peneliti menggunakan metode deskriptif untuk 
menggambarkan kesalahan tata bahasa siswa dalam kegiatan penulisan. Subjek 
penelitian ini adalah kelas sebelas SMA N 3 Brebes. Mereka terdiri dari 30 siswa 
sebagai subjek penelitian. Dalam mengumpulkan data, penulis memberi siswa 
topik "Pengalaman". Tulisan harus terdiri dari 150 kata. 
Hasil analisis menunjukkan bahwa (1) Jenis kesalahan tata bahasa yang 
paling umum yang dibuat oleh siswa dalam kegiatan menulis adalah past tense 
sederhana (41,8%) dan preposisi adalah (33,2%). Untuk setiap kelas, ini 
menggambarkan kegiatan menulis siswa adalah XI IPS 1: past tense sederhana 
(35,2%) dan preposisi (29,4%) dan untuk XI IPS 2: past tense sederhana (45,4%) 
dan preposisi 36,3%), terakhir untuk XI IPS 3: simple past tense (50%) dan 
preposisi atau present perfect tense (25%). 
Berdasarkan temuan ini, dapat disimpulkan bahwa sebagian besar siswa SMA 
3 Brebes salah dalam bentuk lampau dan preposisi. Para siswa mengalami 
beberapa kesulitan dalam menerapkan aturan tata bahasa Inggris dalam tulisan 
mereka. Oleh karena itu, disarankan agar guru dan siswa sadar dan lebih 
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This chapter presents the discussion on the background of the problems, 
statement of the problems, conceptual definitions, objectives of the research, and 
significances of the research. 
A. Background of the Problems 
In Indonesia, English has been taught for students as a foreign language 
since they are at basic level of education. According to Curriculum of 2013, 
“English has been taught by students since they are in class seventh. When 
students learning English they focus on mastering four macro skills; they are 
listening, speaking, reading and writing”. Listening and reading are receptive 
skills. (Anjayani et al., 2016) “productive skill is the term for speaking and 
writing skills where students actually have to produce language themselves”. 
Among those four, writing is considered as the toughest skill.   
As a productive skill, writing is not like speaking or other receptive 
skills. Writing skill not only need a lot of vocabulary in composing a 
paragraph, but also correct grammars, apart from other writing’s rules, in 
order to be comprehensible. Therefore, composing a paragraph in writing 
activity takes a lot of times. The writing and speaking are totally different, in 
writing students have a lot of times to think about the ideas of what they do in 
oral activities. Students can think what comes across their minds and consult 
to dictionaries. But, to express the ideas in process of writing are the most 





  Based on the statements above, making error is accept. It is natural for 
students as human being to make errors. It means that learners’ errors provide 
evidence that the teacher must have strategies and do something to avoid 
students to make error again. The strategy that can prevent the student from 
making error is error analysis. By using error analysis, the researcher tried to 
identify, describe and explain the errors made by the students in the students’ 
activities. The researcher have to pay attention to their students‟ error. It will 
help them to avoid their students for making the same error by analyzing the 
students’ error itself. 
  Because of some reasons above the researcher is interested in analyzing 
the students’ errors in recount text writing. Recount is a text that retells events 
or experiences in the past and the purpose is to inform or entertain. Therefore, 
recount text will make the students easier to write because every student has 
experiences that they can tell and share in their writing. It begins by telling 
the readers who was involved, what happened, where it took place and when 
it happened. This text aims to list and describe past experiences by retelling 
events in which they happened chronologically. In order to achieve it aims the 
text should be written through a different set of stages. The earliest stage is 
orientation which let the readers know about the background of the event 
including who, when, where and why. The next one is sequence event which 
refers to identifying and describing chronological order. The last stage is 
conclusion in which the reseracher concludes comments expressing a 





In process of writing recount text students should be aware of and 
understand about the language features of recount text. Since recount text 
retells about past experiences, the text must use past tense such as simple 
past, past perfect, past continuous, and past perfect continuous tense. To 
describe events the verbs used are made of verbs (action words) and adverbs 
which describe and more details to verbs. And to describe events in 
chronological order students should use next, later, when, after, before, first 
and etc.  
There are some problems faced by students in writing recount text. 
According to (Marza and Hafizd, 2013) in (Alfayed, 2017) says that “the 
grammatical error is the most serious problem made by high school students 
in writing recount text”. It comes up when students apply past tense with 
regular and irregular verbs. The organization of the text may also cause 
difficulty to students particularly in composing coherent and cohesive texts. 
Other problems come up in the part of content, vocabulary and spelling. This 
happens when students demonstrate to the main ideas, to care of diction and 
to concern on mechanism and punctuation.  
The explanation above to lead the researcher to conduct a research in 
analyzing students’ grammatical errors in writing recount texts. The 
reseracher would like to carry out his research under the title “A Descriptive 
Study on Grammatical Error Made by Eleventh Grades Students of 





in the Academic Year 2019/2020). This study focuses on students 
grammatical errors on their writing activities. 
 
B. Statement of the Problems 
Related to the background mentioned above, the researcher formulates 
the research question as follow : 
1. What are the most common types of grammatical errors made by the 
students in writing activity? 
 
C. Conceptual Definition 
To give clear description and avoid misinterpreting of this study, the 
researcher gives limitation of the terms as follows:  
1. (Haryanto, 2007) “grammar as the description of the ways in which words 
can change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that 
language”. 
2. (Solihah, 2017) “Error is related to the students’ deficiency competence, 
means that students do not know about the language knowledge at all 
because they have not mastered it yet which it can’t be self-corrected”.  
3. (Sari, 2019) “mistake refers to a performance error that is either a random 
guess or slip, in that it is a failure to utilize a known system correctly”. It 
means that all people make mistake in both native and second language 
situations which are not the result of a deficiency in competence but the 
result of some sort of temporary breakdown or imperfection in the process 





4. According to Knapp and Watkins (2005)in (Netanel, 2017) “recount text is 
defined as telling experience of a series event”. It describes sequences of 
events which is written by the reseracher to show what and when it 
occurred in the past. The aim of recount text is to inform about an event or 
to entertain people. 
 
D. Objectives of the Research 
Based on the problem formulation above the objectives of this research 
are:  
1. To find out the most common types of grammatical errors made by 
students in writing activity. 
 
E. Significances of the Research 
1. Theoretical Significances 
Theoretically, this research is expected to be able to answer the 
research objectives clearly. It is expected to enrich the study of 
grammatical errors of writing activity and they could improve their 
writing with the grammatical errors as the reference.  
 
2.  Practical Significances  
The result of this study is expected to be able to give some benefits 






a. For Teachers  
This research can be taken as the consideration of the English 
Teacher especially to teach Recount text to eleventh grade students 
as the teacher can adapt the error and mistakes of students in 
learning English and to improve their writing skill. 
 
b. For Students  
The result can enrich the study of English, especially in terms of 
writing activity to eleventh grades students of senior high school to 
know the errors they made on grammar and become more aware of 
the errors of grammar. 
 
c. For Reader  
 Practically, by reading this research, it wished to be able to give 
some valuable experiences and to make the reader getting to know 
and understand about the analysis of grammatical error of Recount 
text. Studying grammatical error of Recount text is important for the 
reader and the other researcher as this research will be contributed as 







REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
This chapter presents a review of the related literature of this study. There are 
the review of the previous studies and review of the related theories. 
A. Review of the Previous Studies 
The researcher found some previous studies related to this research. 
Firstly, it was carried out by (Solihah, 2017) with studies entitled 
"Grammatical Errors Analysis in The Fourth Semester Students’ Essay 
Writing at Universitas Muhammadiyah Sidoarjo”. This research was 
conducted to find out the most common errors in essay writing made by the 
fourth semester students of English Education  Study  Program  based  on  
surface  strategy  taxonomy which are omission, addition, misformation, and 
misordering. He found it found that one hundred seven errors in students’ 
essay writing. The highest frequency of errors happened in misinformation 
error, which consisted of 45 errors or 42,06 %. Next, omission error, which 
consisted of 44 errors or 41,12 %. Then, addition error, which consisted 11 
errors or 10,28 %. And the last, misordering error, which consisted of 7 errors 
or 6,54 %. 
Secondly, a research conducted by (Sari, 2019) entitled “An Analysis of 
Grammatical Error in Writing Recount Text at The Eleventh Grade of 
Students’ SMK Negeri 1 Abung Selatan Kotabumi in The Academic Year 
2018/2019.” In this research, the students were asked to write recount text.  





It was found that the total of students’ error were 172 items. There were 8 
items (4,7%) errors of misordering, and 8 items (4,7%) errors of addition, 113 
items (65,6%) errors of misformation, 43 items (25%) errors of ommision,. 
There are many errors that the students made in writing recount text. Those 
are indicating that the students ability in writing recount text is still low. 
Third, the studies written by (Waway, 2013) with studies entitled “An 
Analysis of Grammatical Errors in Writing Recount Text Based on Surface 
Strategy Taxonomy at The First Year of SMA YP Unila Bandar Lampung.” 
His found, it was found that the first grade students of first semester at SMA 
YP UNILA Bandar Lampung, committed four types of errors based on 
surface strategy taxonomy. The highest frequency of errors of surface strategy 
taxonomy is misinformation 81 items of errors or 46.7%. The highest 
students’ errors frequency of each error type is misinformation of verb which 
consist of 43 errors or 53%, the second is omission of verb which consist of 
14 errors or 20.6%, then the third is missordering of phrase which consist of 9 
errors or 100%. And the last addition of preposition which consist of 10 
errors or 59%,  
The similarity of those research is the three of those studies analyze the 
texts of the students’ writing on Recount text based on surface strategy 
taxonomy. The first studies analyze the students writing on Recount text of 
college students, while the second and third study analyze the students’ 





similarity of those research with the research that the researcher going to 
conduct is that the research analyzed the students writing on recount text. 
The differences of those are the subject of the research: first,  the subject 
is students collage, second studies was vocational high school. While the 
third is senior high school students. The researcher sees the previous study as 
the guide to conduct of this research. 
The researcher took the students writing on recount text in SMA N 3 
Brebes. The researcher will take the data based on the students’ final 
assignment on Recount text. The students are required to write their own 
opinion about free topics. 
 
B. Review of the Related Theory 
1. Grammar  
Purpura (2004: 6) in Solihah (2017) states that “grammar is defined as 
a systematic way of accounting for a predicting a speaker’s knowledge of 
the language”. It is done by a set of principles that can be used to construct 
for good form sentence in the sentence.   
According to Purpura (2004) in Solihah (2017), grammar can be 
divided in two: 
a. Grammatical Structures  
It is related to the specific instance of grammar. Example of 
structure can be the past tense, noun phrase, comparison of 





b. Grammatical Meaning  
In understanding of grammar, it does not only understand on 
how some language are combined in order to look right, but also it 
affects their meaning.  
Grammatical structure may be quite difficult to teach, but 
grammatical meaning is more difficult than it. Grammatical meaning is 
make the students explain to the readers how they understand with the 
students’ writing. Therefore, the researcher only focus on grammatical 
structures of the text.  
 
2. Grammatical Error on Writing 
Grammatical errors in eleventh grades include the overall errors of 
grammar that the students had already learned since the first grammar they 
learned. However, grammatical errors which are found in student’ writing 
are:  
a. Sentence Pattern  
Almost all English sentences contains a subject (S) and a verb (V).  
Azar (1999) in Solihah (2017) states that “subject is the what 
performed the action of the verb or word tells on who is”. The verb 
may be followed by an object (O). For examples:  









In English identifies when an event happens or describes a state. 
The simple past indicates that an activity or situation began an ended at 
a particular time in the past. We use past tense to described and 
narrated an event or situation that occurred in the past and is over.  
For example: “When I was twelve, I broke my leg. I slipped on 
the playground on a cold winter morning and fell. The bone near my 
ankle snapped with a loud “pop!” even my friends heard it. The 
teachers called my parents, who came quickly. . . . .” 
c. Pronoun  
A pronoun is a word that is used in the place of a noun or noun 
phrase.  Usually when a noun or noun phrase has been used once, a 
pronoun is used to avoid repetition of the same noun or noun phrase. 
Personal pronouns are words such as:  
1) First person pronouns, example words that represent or include the 
speaker or writer.  
Singular : I, me, my, mine 
Plural     : we, us, our, ours 
 
2) Second person pronouns, example words that represent the person 
or people who is/are being addressed.  
Singular : You, your, yours 






3) Third person pronouns, example words that represent people or 
things other than the speaker/writer and the listener/reader.  
Singular : He, him, his, she, her, it, its 
Plural     : They, them, their, theirs 
Based on the 2013 revised curriculum, “the eleventh graders has 
learned some of these grammar, they are: prepositions, simple present 
tense, adverb, the use of do/does, to be, the use of there is and there are, 
present continuous tense, adjective, pronoun, simple past tense, past 
continuous tense, direct or indirect speech, conjunction and present perfect 
tense”. The rubric of the grammatical error will be described on the table 
below: 
Table 2.1 Types of Grammatical Errors of Eleventh Grades 
No  Types of 
Grammar 
Example The Sentence 
1. Prepositions In, On, At, By, 
Since, For, etc.  
The book is on the table 
2. Simple Present Do, Does She walks in beauty  
3. Adverb In the morning, In 
the zoo, quickly, 
etc. 
She wakes up at 5 in the 
morning, the bus runs 
quickly, etc. 
4. Do/Does Do, Does I do agree, She does such a 
good girl 
5.  To be Am, Is, Are, were, 
was, be, been,being 
I am happy, we are 
diligent  
6. There is and 
There are 
There is, There are  There is a rainbow, there 
are a few friends. 
7. Present 
Continuous 





Tense Swimming now, he is running now.  
8. Adjective Beautiful, nice, 
handsome 
She is a beautiful girl 
9. Pronoun me, you, them, us She told me about her 
story. 
10. Simple Past 
Tense 




Was going, were 
sleeping 
You were sleeping last 
night when I arrived 
12. Direct or 
Indirect 
Speech 
That, said She said that she wants to 
go home 
13. Conjunction  And, but, when  She said was tired and she 
wanted to take a rest. 
14. Present Perfect 
Tense 
Have, Has She has searched the key 
since 5 minutes a go.  
 
3. Error Analysis 
a. Definition of Error 
According to Corder (1981) in Nazalia (2018) “error is a part of the 
systematic study of the learners’ language which is itself necessary to 
an understanding of the process of second language acquisition”. 
Moreover, Dulay, et al. (1982) define “errors are the flawed side of 
writing or learner speech”. They are those parts of conversation or 






On the other hand, Brown (2007) states “an error is a noticeable 
deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker, reflecting the 
interlanguage competence of the learner”. It means that an error is 
something that can be seen; it shows the learner’s ability. 
John Norrish (1983) has a broader definition than Brown. He 
states, “to call systematic deviation, when a learner has not learnt 
something and consistently gets it wrong”, it is an error. Norrish 
considers an error as a something which comes up because the learners 
do not comprehend something and always use the wrong one. 
Concluding about the definitions above, it could be said error was 
something happen when the students unsuccessfully in determining a 
new language or second language. The students have the lack of 
knowledge because they do not realize what they did is an error unless 
other people explain about it. They cannot correct that error itself. 
 
b. Definition of Error Analysis 
There are some definitions that is suggested by some experts. 
According to James (1982), “error analysis is the process of 
determining the causes, incidence, consequences of unsuccessful 
language, and nature”. 
Another concept of error analysis is given by Brown (2007), he 
defined “error analysis as the process to observe, analyze, and classify 
the deviations of the rules of the second language and then to reveal 





reseracher summarizes that error analysis is the process of analyzing 
and investigating students’ deviations of the language learning process 
in the second language. 
 
c. Definition of Mistake 
According to Brown (2007), “mistake is a failure to utilize a 
known system, it refers to a performance error that is either a random 
guess or a slip”. Slip is caused by processing problems or carelessness. 
The learner could auto-correct them “if pointed out” and “if given a 
chance”.  
Meanwhile, Fisiak (1987) defines that “mistakes are deviations due 
to performance factors such as memory limitations (e.g mistakes in the 
sequence of tenses and agreement in long sentences), spelling, 
pronunciations, fatigue, emotional strain, etc”. In conclusion, mistake 
is getting it wrong but knowing how to put it right. The students know 
their errors when the teacher asks them. 
 
d. Differences Between Error and Mistake 
Some peoples have different opinion about Error and Mistakes. It 
becomes in appropriate treated and also it gives negatives effect to the 
students in knowing and measuring their competence in language 
learning English. Because of this, a systematic elaboration of the 






Absolutely, the students will make Error and Mistakes in the 
language learning English process. Brown (2007) tells that “learning is 
required a process which involves make of mistakes”. Mistakes, 
misjudgments, miscalculation, and erroneous assumptions form are 
necessary aspect of learning. This means that making of Error and 
Mistakes is happened by the students naturally. 
Corder in Solihah (2017) gives more explanation about Error and 
Mistakes. He makes a distinction between mistakes and error, whereas 
“mistake is a random performance slip caused by excitement, fatigue, 
and thus can be readily self-corrected, an error is a systematic 
deviation which made by the students who have not mastered the 
rules”. The students cannot self - corrected an “error because it is a 
product of their current stage of underlying competence reflectively”.  
It can be summarized that Error is related to the students’ deficiency 
competence, means that students do not know about the language 
knowledge at all because they have not mastered it yet which it can not be 
self-corrected. While, Mistakes is related to the students’ quality 
performance caused by some factors such as lack of attention, fatigue, and 
carelessness, motivation, and another factors but it can be called as self-
corrected because actually the students know the rule language. 
 
e. Source of Error 
According to Brown (2007) there are four sources of errors, they are: 





Interlingual transfer (from the native language), in this early 
stages, before the system of the second language is familiar, the 
native language is the only linguistic system in previous experience 
upon which the learner can draw. 
For example: 
We heard English learners say “sheep” for “ship” 
2. Intralingual Transfer 
Intralingual transfer or intralingual interference-the negative 
transfer of items within the target language or put another way, the 
incorrect generalization of rules within the target language-is a 
major factor in second language learning. The early stage of 
language learning is characterized by a predominance of 
interference (interlingual transfer), but once learners have begun to 
acquire part of the new system, more intralingual transfer-
generalization within the target language is manifested. Negative 
intralingual transfer, or overgeneralization has already been 
illustrated in such utterances as “he goed”. 
3. Context of Learning 
Context refers to the classroom with its teacher and its material 
in the case of school learning. In a classroom context, the teacher 
or the textbook can lead the learner to make faulty hypotheses 





misleading from the teacher, faulty presentation of a structure or 
word in textbook. 
4. Communication of Strategies 
Communication strategies are defined and related to learning 
style. Learners obviously use production strategies in order to 
enhance getting their message across but at times, these techniques 
can themselves become a source of error. On the other hand, Ellis 
mentions three sources of error which are known by error of 
omission, overgeneralization error and transfer error. 
1) Error of Omission. For example, learners leave out the article 
‘a’ and ‘the’ and leave the –s of plural nouns. 
2) Overgeneralization Error. Learners overgeneralize forms that 
they find easy to learn and process. (The learner processes new 
language data in his mind and procedures rules for its 
production, based on the evidence). For example, the use of 
‘eated’ in place of ‘ate’. 
3) Transfer Error; reflect learners„ attempts to make use of their   
knowledge 
4. Writing 
a. Definition of Writing  
Hornby as cited in Ardin (2017), “writing is to make letters or 
other symbols on a surface, it means that writing is the representation 





symbols (known as writing systems)”. In the other hand, according to 
Cox (2007) tells that “writing is a way of knowing, discovering what 
you know as what you put it down not only in the form of words and 
phrases but of scribbles and drawings”. It is not always in a form of 
alphabet but also drawings and scribbles. Those are the symbols of 
communication, especially by using the alphabets as the graphic 
symbols. The graphic symbols itself must be arranged in such a way 
according to certain convention to from words to form phrase, phrase 
to form sentence, sentences form paragraphs, to form text or passage. 
Ron (1987) as cited in Ardin (2017) stated “writing is involves 
discovering ideals, discovery process, discovering how to organize 
them and discovering what that you want to put ever to your reader”. It 
means writing is the important components in learning English which 
requires a set of complex skill in English.  From writing, the students 
have to be able in spelling English words, mastering English grammar 
as well as writing in English requires the rules which has to be obtain. 
Brown (2001) identifies “writing as the process of putting ideas down 
on paper to sharpen your main ideas, to transform thought into words, 
to coherent organization and give them structure”. It means writing 
needs consideration when it comes to the assignment or to put the 
ideas. We have simplified the form of passage or written form in a 





As writing is a task, it has to be correct too. Many students also 
confuse how to start to write as writing is not as simply just putting 
down the words. It needs an understanding, coherent and cohesive 
result when it becomes a text. 
 
b. The Purpose of Writing 
In written language there are many genres of writing such as 
novels, newspapers, biography, essays, reports, stories, scripts, poems, 
journals, articles, reviews and many others. Those all have the basic 
purpose of getting idea from one mind to another. Penny (1991) says 
that “to convey the messages to the reader is the primary purpose of 
writing and express the idea”. Diestch (2003) states that “the general 
purpose of writing are to persuade, inform, to express, and to entertain. 
While the specific purpose is to answer the certain need of a writing”. 
Miller (2006) describes the purpose of writing into some points. 
The first purpose is “to understand experiences in which the meaning 
is to find the truth that is conviently comes across the reseracher’s 
mind”. This purpose often leads to create a new perception. The 
second one is “to report information which refers to giving or 
providing information to readers. This is arranged in pattern in order to 
make it sense”. Thirdly, “to explain information means that the 





consequences and defines concepts by distinguishing them from 
others”. 
The fourth one is “to evaluate something by determining benefit, 
important and worth”. The reseracher should be able to determine the 
quality of what he judges, and to make sure that the reseracher is 
credential to the subject. Fifth, “to analyze images and text which refer 
to analyze the certain images and text in order to increase readers‟ 
understanding about the subject”. The next purpose is to persuade, 
inspire and amuse others. This purpose relates to how the reseracher 
influences readers through writing. The last one is to experiment with 
form which refers to invent something then document it through 
writing. 
Based on the above description, it can be summed up that the 
primary purpose of the writing is to express the ideas. The ideas can be 
transferred in form of written activity in various kinds of writing. 
 
c. Essay Writing 
According to Thoreau (2006) in Solihah (2017), “an essay is a 
short piece of writing, which is often from the reseracher s’ point of 
view”. Essay is usually written in formal academic writing and way to 
access how well the the students understand a subject. 






















Picture. 2.1 Writing Process 
Based on the stages above, it can be summed up that the students 
always consider the question as soon as possible as they may come 
across relevant information before they start actively writing. After 
that, they may have to go around in read and plan several times. Then 




Plan and Prepare 
Write First Draft 
Review First Draft 






d. Concept of Text 
1. Definition of Text 
(Sari, 2019) “a text is a meaningful linguistic unit in a context”. 
A text is both a spoken text and a written text. A spoken text is any 
meaning spoken text. It can be a word or a phrase or a sentence or 
a discourse. A written text is any meaningful written text. It means 
that text is a number of words to give a message to somebody in 
written or spoken. The text has a structure, they are orderly 
grammatical of words, clauses and sentences, and by following 
grammatical rules writers can encode a full semantic representation 
of their intended meanings. Further, language is always produced, 
exchanged or received as a text that is language as a system of 
communication is organized as cohesive units we call texts. It 
means that text is used as a communication by the reseracher with 
organized the structure of the text and grammatical of words, 
sentences, and clauses. 
The text structure is how to produce and interpret a unified and 
coherent text and how to select and use the correct grammatical 
aspects a certain unified and coherent text. According to Emilia 









Coherence refers to a group clauses or sentences relate 
with the context. Coherence divided into situational coherence 
and generic coherence. Situational coherence is the reader can 
identify the text as one of the kind texts such as recount, 
procedure, narrative, exposition, discussion, and can identify 
the structure in the text. 
b) Cohesion 
Cohesion refers to how the reseracher relates each part 
from the text. Based on those explanations, it can be inferred 
that a good text is a text that relates with the theme, use 
correct grammatical and generic structure appropriate with the 
text, and can be understood by the reader. 
 
2. Types of Writing Texts 
a) Narrative Text 
Narrative text is an imaginative story to entertain people. 
The purpose of this text is to amuse or entertain the reader 
with the story. 
b) Recount text 
Recount text is a text that tells the reader about one story, 





describes past experiences by retelling events or in simply 
word is to retell part experience. 
c) News Item 
News items is a text which informs readers about events of 
the day. The purpose of this text is to inform the readers about 
events of the day which are considered newsworthy or 
important. 
d) Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text that explain about whether a 
person or an object is like, whether its form, its properties, its 
amount and others. The purpose of this text is to describe 
person, thing or place in specific. 
e) Procedure Text 
Procedure text is a text that explain or instruct how to do 
something or how to use operational manuals. The purpose of 
this text is to explain steps how to make/operate through a 
sequence of actions. 
f) Hortatory Exposition Text 
Hortatory exposition text is a text which represents the 
attempt of the reseracher to have the address do something or 
act in certain way. The purpose of this text is to persuade the 
reader or listener that something should or should not be the 





grades students especially in second semester. It is used to 
train the critical thinking of students, hortatory exposition text 
is also being compared with analytical exposition text. 
However, hortatory exposition text has it own generic 
structure such as Thesis, Arguments and Recommendation. 
g) Analytical Exposition Text 
Analytical exposition text is a text that elaborates the 
reseracher’s idea about the phenomenon surrounding. The 
purpose of this text is to show the readers that the idea is the 
important matter. 
h) Descriptive Text 
Descriptive text is a text which say what a person or a thing 
is like. The purpose of this text is to describe and reveal a 
particular person, place, or thing. 
i) Discussion Text  
Discussion text is a text which presents a problematic 
discourse. The purpose of this text is to arguments from 
differing points of view about issue or problem. 
j) Explanation Text 
Explanation text is a text which tells processes relating to 
forming of natural, social, scientific, and cultural phenomena. 






k) Spoof Text 
It tells factual story, happened in the past time with 
unpredictable and funny ending. The purpose of this text is to 
entertain and share the story 
l) Anecdote Text 
Anecdote text is a text which retells funny and unusual 
incidents in fact or imagination. The purpose of this text is to 
tell an event with a humorous twist and entertain the reader. 
m) Review Text  
Review text is a text which presents critical analysis on 
events or works for readers or public audiences. The purpose 
of this text is to critique or evaluate an art work or event for a 
public audience. 
Based on the explanation above, the researcher chose Recount 
Text because Recount Text is being taught to eleventh grades 
students based on the curriculum 2013 revised, it is taught on 
second semester. Students have already known about the Recount 
Text after being taught by their teacher so that the reseracher 
beliefs that the students had already known about the language 
features and the generic structure of the text. The purpose of 
writing recount text is to retell the events in the order in which 





this text needed the engagement of scientific and arguments as 
well in the text.  
However, as English also one of the subject that is being 
examined in the national examination. English learning in senior 
high schools is targeted to make the students reach informational 
level to communicate both spoken and written. “One scope of 
English learning at senior high schools is that students can 
understand and produce a short functional text and short essays in 
the form of procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative, report, news 
item, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, spoof, 
explanation, discussion, review, and public speaking” as stated in 
Standar Isi untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah (2006). 
Those genre text of compulsory to be taught in English Language 
Teaching, therefore, teaching writing in senior high school need to 
be obtain. The teacher also have to guide the students while 
writing the texts as the assignment by facilitate the learning 
process and monitor the mistakes. 
 
 
e. Concept of Tense 
In English, tenses are very important matter, because all 
occurrence, event, or action, which is a sentence must as according to 





comprehending and getting real correct congeniality about tenses. 
(Rachmat, 2016) in (Sari, 2019) “tenses is a grammatical category, 
typically marked on the verb that didactically refers to the time of the 
event or state denoted by the verb in relation to some other temporal 
reference point. Tense means time”. However, it should be pointed out 
that time in relation to action is a concept that exist in the mind of the 
speaker, reader, or listener. “Tenses in actual usage refers consistently 
only to grammatical form” (George 1980) in (Sari, 2019). It means that 
Tenses is one of important part of structure in English, in teaching 
learning English the teacher should make the students understand 
about tenses which are used to make them able to make sentence, 
because tense are a verb form that are used in certain time. So, it must 
be mastered by the students. In learning English there are sixteen kinds 
of tenses.  
the reseracher used simple past tense, because simple past is 
difficult to understand by the students. The students find difficulties to 
remember the formula specially in learning simple past tense and got 
difficulties to make a sentence using simple past tense correctly. 
 
f. Writing Activity on Recount Text  
a) Definition of Recount Text 
According to Anderson and Anderson (1997) in (Izzuda, 





usually in the order in which they happened”. It means that 
recount has purpose to tell what happened in the past through a 
sequence of events.  
Recount has three main sections. An orientation is the first 
paragraph which gives background information about who, 
what, where, and when. Orientation is followed by a series of 
paragraphs that retell the events in the order in which they 
happened. Some recounts have a concluding paragraph which is 
not always necessary. 
 
b) Constructing a Written Recount Text 
According to Anderson and Anderson (1998: 49) in 
(Izzuda, 2019) “the recount text type retells past events, usually 
in order in which they happened”. The steps for constructing a 
written recount are: 
 (1) A first paragraph that gives background information about 
who, what, where and when (Orientation). 
(2)  A series of paragraphs that retell the events in the order in 
which they happened. (Events) 










c) Language Features in Recount Text 
According to Anderson and Anderson (1998: 49) in 
(Izzuda, 2019) Furthermore, the language features of recount 
are:  
       (1) The use of nouns and pronouns (e.g David, we, his); 
(2) The use of action verbs (e.g went, spent, played); 
(3) The use of past tense (e.g we went for a trip to the zoo); 
(4) The use of time conjunctions (e.g and, but, after, finally); 
(5) The use of adverbs and adverbs phrase (e.g in my house, two 
days ago, slowly, cheerfully); 
(6) Adjectives (beautiful, sunny). 
In teaching writing, the teacher should choose appropriate 
activities that will be applied in the classroom. The students can express 
themselves, understand the aspects related to writing, and learn how to 
write with the appropriate way. It means that the teacher is considered 
successful in teaching writing if the students are able to develop the 
language. The researcher only focused on Recount text to analyze the 










 This chapter presents  approach and design of the research, subject of the 
research, role of the researcher, type of data, data collecting technique, the 
instrument of research, procedures of analyzing data, and the technique of 
reporting data.  
A. Approach and Design of the Research 
In this study, the researcher applies qualitative research. Qualitative 
research is a research that procedure descriptive data in the form of written 
words or oral from the subject and its behavior that can be observed, therefore 
“the goal of the research is an individual understanding and its background 
completely” (Bambang, 2006). 
“Qualitative research is naturalistic research method because the research 
did on natural setting” (Sugiyono, 2010). Research is a particular tradition in 
social science that fundamentally depends on watching people in their own 
theory and interacting with them in their own language, on their own term 
(Serome Kirk). 
Based on the definition above, we can conclude in the qualitative research, 
the reseracher just taken the data as it is. The researcher tries to describe, 
record, analyze, the grammatical problem that the students have in writing. 
The design of the research is descriptive qualitative. According to 
Sugiyono (2010), descriptive research is research that describes a 




research may describe one variable or more than one research variable. The 
aim of descriptive research is to obtain an accurate profile of the people, 
events or situations. In this research, the researcher described the grammar 
errors in students’ writing activities. In this research the researcher used 
descriptive qualitative research. Here, it can be concluded that this research 
using quantitative approach and descriptive as the design. Then, the following 
term for this research is descriptive research. 
This research describes the types of errors that are classified into 14 types. 
This research is to investigate the grammatical errors made by Eleventh 
Grades Students of SMA 3 Brebes in the Academic Year 2019/2020. 
 
B. The Subject of the Research 
Research subject, in this research was the Eleventh grade students of SMA 
3 Brebes, there are three classes of the eleventh grade student of SMA 3 
Brebes, for more details, see the table as follows: 
Table. 3.1 List of Class (IPS) 
No. Class Total 
1 XI IPS 1 34 
2 XI IPS 2 35 
3 XI IPS 3 36 
Total 105 
 
Based on the data above, there are three classes at the eleventh grade of 
SMA 3 Brebes. Each class consists 34 – 36 students. Thus, total students are 




three class: the researcher taken 10 students for each class and the total of 
participants was 30 students for sample in this research. It was considered by 
using purposive sampling technique. 
 
C. Role of the Researcher 
The role of the researcher in this research is as a collector, analyst, and 
reporter. The steps as follows: 
1.  Collector  
Firstly, the researcher is a collector because the researcher collects data 
with the students’ writing on Recount text from the English teacher. 
2.  Analyst  
Second, the researcher analyzed the students writing on Recount text 
only focus on grammatical error.  
3.  Reporter 
After the researcher found the result, the researcher was as reporter 
because the researcher reported the result and make some conclusions. 
 
D. Type of Data 
The method used in this study is a qualitative data. The data is obtained 
through a document collection. The data which use in this research is the 
students’ writing activities. The data is collected from eleventh grades 






E. Data Collecting Technique 
 According to Babaii, et. al. (2014), stated that “documentation method is a 
method used to look for the data about things or variables which are in the 
form of notes, transcriptions, books, newspaper, magazines, leafs, etc”. In this 
research, they have to write it based on the order of the generic structure then 
they are write it in their abilities. The researcher taken the students’ writing 
activity of eleventh-grade of SMA N 3 Brebes students from XI IPS 1, XI IPS 
2, and XI IPS 3 to collect the data. For each class will be taken 10 students or 
writing activities and analyze by grammatical error. The total was 30 students 
as the respondent of this research. 
 
F. Instrument of Research 
The research instrument is all tool in the research by using a certain 
method. Furthermore, “research instrument is a tool of facilities which is used 
by the researcher in collecting the data in order to make the researcher easier 
and get a better result, in the meaning more completely and systematic using 
the instrument” (Sugiyono, 2010). The researcher used the documentation of 
students’ writing activities of making a Recount text based on the material had 
been leant on previous study.  
This research used validity and reliability as the instrument of the 







1. Validity  
A test is said to be valid when it actually measures what to measure. 
“Validity test is a step of validity which is done towards the content of an 
instrument, its purpose is to measure the certainty of the instrument in a 
research” (Sugiyono, 2010). The instrument of the research did not given to 
the students before they were told to do the assignment due to the pandemic 
of Corona Virus.  
a. Logic Validity  
Based on Azwar (1986) stated that “logic validity is a validity 
which is measured based on how far the content of the instrument of the 
research represents the aspects which is going to be measured”. 
However, logic validity is divided into two, content validity and 
construct validity. The reseracher used content validity and construct 
validity.  
1) Content Validity 
Content validity is the estimate of how much a measure 
represents every single element of a construct. In the content 
validity, the reseracher adjusts the instrument of research by looking 
the syllabus. 
2) Construct Validity 
Construct validity is a validity which shows how far the 
instrument reveal a trait or the theorist which will be measured of an 




English textbook used by the students itself, and the instrument also 
suitable with the aim of teaching learning on syllabus and the 
curriculum itself. The instrument is suitable with the objectives of 
the material. 
 
2. Reliability  
 Reliability is used to know the degree of stability of the 
instrument. “stability of the characteristics from the experiment and a test 
reliable if the tool measurement can give an illustration that can show the 
consistency” (Arikunto, 2013). Because the test used objective test so the 
researcher uses essay test as the instrument of the research. 
To measure the validity and reliability of the instrument, the 
reseacher gave the form in essay with the following essay terms. 
Read several instructions below before start to write your project: 
a. Write down your name, class, number, and title of your text on the 
paper. 
b. You have to write a Recount text with the following topic “An 
Experience”. 
c. Write at least three paragraphs and each paragraph consists of 10-20 
sentences. 
d. Paragraphs consist of at least 150 words. 




f. The students are prohibited using copy-paste from internet platform. 
The originality of the text is consider. 
g. The students may submit the text through leader of each class, given 
to the teachers, and the researcher took the writing activities at 
school. 
 
G. Procedures of Analysing Data 
 This researcher focuses on analyzing written text. In analyzing the data, 
the researcher will employ the steps as follows:  
1. Collector 
The researcher collected the students’ writing activity of eleventh grade 
students. 
2. Analyst 
The researcher attempts to identify, classified the words and sentence 
which belongs to the grammatical errors of the Recount text. 
3. Data Display 
“Data display can be an extended piece of text or a diagram, graph, 
chart, table or matrix that provides a new way of arranging thinking about 
the more textually embedded data” (Miles and Huberman, 1994: 12). In 








The researcher corrects the students’ grammatical errors in a conclusion 
based on the findings. The correction of the errors will put on the table and 
comparing with the errors itself. 
 
H. The Technique of Reporting Data 
 In writing a research report, the data has to be reported. The data will be 
used a systematic design in order to it can give a meaningful description. In 
this research, the researcher compiles the data into the table and diagram. The 
presentation of data is aimed to facilitate the analysis of data and reader to 
understand the results. 
 The reseracher tries to calculated the certain error by dividing the 
corresponding ones by the total number of them that are produced, and then 
multiplied by 100%. The reseracher analyze the data by using Descriptive 
analyze technique (percentage) which formulated by Sudjono (2006): 
The formula is: 
P =  x 100% 
 
In which: 
P = Percentage  
F = Frequency of error per type 





RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter presents research and discussion. They are research findings and 
discussion of the data analysis. 
A.  Research Result 
1. Result of Error 
        The research has conducted on October 26th until October 31st 2020 
in seven days to thirty students of Senior High School 3 Brebes in The 
Academic Year 2019/2020. The text is an essay writing recount text about 
“An Experience”, so the students make an essay based on the instruction 
given. 
     In here, the reseracher analysed the students’ errors by grammatical 
in writing recount text. The researcher classifies the errors into 14 types of 
errors; Prepositions, Adverb, Do/Does, To be, There is/There are, 
Adjective, Pronoun, Simple Past Tense, Past Continuous Tense, Direct or 
Indirect Speech, Conjunction, Present Perfect Tense. In addition, the 
reseracher gives initial name to explain the identity of the student. The 
result can be seen in the following table. 
Table 4.1  
The Recapitulation of Students’ Errors by Grammatical in Writing Activities 
S 
TYPES of ERROR 
T 
P Ad D/Ds TB 
TI/
TA 
Adj Pr SPT PCT D/ID C PPT 




2 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 
3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
4 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
6 - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - 2 
7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
8 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2 
9 - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 4 
10 2 - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - 5 
11 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 3 
12 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 3 
13 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
14 2 - - - - - - 1 - - - - 3 
15 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 
16 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
17 - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 4 
18 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 2 
19 - - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - 3 
20 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
22 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
23 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
24 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1 
25 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
26 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
27 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
28 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
29 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 
30 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 





   Notes: 
P: Prepositions Pr: Pronoun 
Ad: Adverb SPT: Simple Past Tense 
D/Ds: Do/Does PCT: Past Continuous Tense 
TB: To Be D/ID: Direct or In Direct 
TI/TA: There Is or There Are C: Conjunction 
Adj: Adjective PPT: Present Perfect Tense 
 
 Based on the table above, it shows that 30 students who have collected 
their Recount text and the researcher have identified their errors. It can be seen 
that the highest error found is a Simple Past Tense with 18 errors. The whole 
students seem find no error on grammatical about 10 students. Moreover, it 
could be concluded that almost the whole students had errors. For more detail 
of students’ writing activities, it could be seen in appendices. 
As the calculation above, the researcher formulating the errors, appear by 
the Sudjono’s (2006) formula as follow: 
a. Error of Prepositions   :   
b. Error of Adverb    :   
c. Error of To Be    :   
d. Error of Simple Past Tense  :   
e. Error of Past Continuous Tense   :   





2. Descriptive Result 
Now the reseracher prsented types of error made in their essays: 
1. Prepositions 
Seaton and Y.H. Mew (2007:132) define “preposition  as  a  word  
that  connects  one  thing with another, showing how they are related. 
It is usually    followed    by    a    noun    or    pronoun”. 
 Error identifications: 
a. At the afternoon around 4 pm. 
b. We went together on the camping area. 
c. One day on the afternoon during my childhood. 
2. Adverb 
Adverb is a part of speech that provides greater description to a 
verb, adjective, another adverb, a phrase, a clause, or a sentence. 
Error identification: 
a. He runs quick. 
b. He behaved very bad on the field trip. 
c. She passed the exam easy. 
3. To Be 
The “to be” is a verb used to describe something or someone. 
Error identifications: 
a. I bored. 
b. She an architect. 




5. Simple Past Tense 
The simple past is a verb tense that is used to talk about things that 
happened or existed before now. 
        Error identifications: 
a. I run out of the house trying to get…. 
b. I wake up an hour…. 
c. I enjoy the film. 
6. Present perfect tense 
The present perfect tense refers to an action or state that either 
occurred at an indefinite time in the past. (e.g., we have talked before) 
Error identifications: 
a. The Borobudur temple was appeared. 
 
B.  Discussion on the Result of Data Analysis 
        Data display is one of component or level in Miles and Huberman 
(1994) model of qualitative data analysis. A display can be an extended 
piece of text or a diagram, graph, chart, table or matrix that provides a new 
way of arranging thinking about the more textually embedded data, at the 
display stage, additional, higher order categories or themes may emerge. In 
this case, the analysis was done based on data collected by each instrument. 
        After collecting the data from the students’ activities, the errors were 




analyzed 30 data from Eleventh Grade Students of Senior High School 3 
Brebes. 
        In this part, the researcher will interpret the Grammar errors that 
students made based on 12 types of errors as follows: 
1. Classify of All Participants 
            Table. 4.2 Percentage of Types of Error (All Participants) 
No. Category 
Frequency of 
Error Per Type 
Percentage of 
Error 
1 Prepositions 14 32,2% 
2 Adverb 2 4,6% 
3 Do/does - - 
4 To be 4 9,3% 
5 There is and there are - - 
6 Adjective - - 
7 Pronoun - - 
8 Simple past tense 18 41,8% 
9 Past Continuous Tense 3 6,9% 
10 Direct or indirect speech - - 
11 Conjunction - - 
12 Present Perfect tense 2 4,6% 
Total N= 43 100% 
   
 Based on table 4.2, the researcher found the highest score are 







Diagram 4.1 Percentage of Types Error 
 
 Based on the research analysis, the researcher found some data 
which showed that errors in constructing in grammar. The text was still 
performed by eleventh grade. From 30 writing activities which were 
sample of this research, many students of the study still made errors in 
constructing a written grammar. 
 
2. Classify of Each Class 
a. XI IPS 1 
Table. 4.3 Percentage of Types of Error (XI IPS 1) 
S 
Types of Error 
T 
P Ad D/Ds TB TI/TA Adj Pr SPT PCT D/ID C PPT 
1 - 1 - - - - - - 1 - - - 2 
2 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 
3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
4 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 





Diagram 4.2 Percentage of Types Error (XI IPS 1) 
 
Based on the research analysis above, the researcher found some 
data which showed that errors in constructing in grammar. The text was still 
performed by eleventh grade. From 30 writing activities which were sample 
of this research, many students of the study still made errors in constructing a 
written grammar. For XI IPS 1 simple past tense (35,2%) and prepositions 




7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
8 2 - - - - - - - - - - - 2 
9 - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 4 
10 2 - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - 5 
T 5 2 - 1 - - - 6 3 - - - 17 




b. XI IPS 2 
Table. 4.4 Percentage of Types of Error (XI IPS 2) 
S 
Types of Error 
T 
P Ad D/Ds TB TI/TA Adj Pr SPT PCT D/ID C PPT 
1 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 3 
2 2 - - 1 - - - - - - - - 3 
3 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
4 2 - - - - - - 1 - - - - 3 
5 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 
6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
7 - - - - - - - 4 - - - - 4 
8 - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 2 
9 - - - 1 - - - 2 - - - - 3 
10 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
T 8 - - 3 - - - 10 - - - 1 22 
P 36,3% - - 13,6% - - - 45,4% - - - 4,5% 100% 
 
Diagram 4.3 Percentage of Types Error (XI IPS 2) 
 
Based on the research analysis above, the researcher found some 
data which showed that errors in constructing in grammar. The text was still 




of this research, many students of the study still made errors in constructing a 
written grammar. For XI IPS 1 simple past tense (45,4%) and prepositions 
(36,3%) are dominant error. 
 
c. XI IPS 3 
Table. 4.5 Percentage of Types of Error (XI IPS 3) 
S 
Types of Error T 
P Ad D/Ds TB TI/TA Adj Pr SPT PCT D/ID C PPT  
1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
4 - - - - - - - 1 - - - - 1 
5 1 - - - - - - - - - - - 1 
6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
8 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
9 - - - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 
10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
T 1 - - - - - - 2 - - - 1 4 
P 25% - - - - - - 50% - - - 25% 100% 
 





 The researcher found some data which showed that errors in constructing 
in grammar. The text was still performed by eleventh grade. From 30 writing 
activities which were sample of this research, many students of the study still 
made errors in constructing a written grammar. For XI IPS 1 simple past 
tense (50%) and prepositions (25%) are dominant error. 
 
  Based on the research analysis, the researcher found some data which 
showed that errors in constructing in grammar. The text was still performed by 
eleventh grade. From 30 writing activities which were sample of this research, 
many students of the study still made errors in constructing a written grammar. 
In this research, the researcher has read, presented and analyzed 30 data from 
eleventh grades students which contain grammar errors. Then, the researcher 
discusses the whole data answer the researcher problems. Those research 
problems are the types of error found in the Recount text made by eleventh 
grade students. 
  The result of the study proved that the simple past tense and prepositions 
as the most errors which often happened in this study. From the table and 
diagram above, it can be seen that the grammar errors made by Eleventh Grade 
Students of Senior High School 3 Brebes are the highest is simple past tense 
with 41,8% and the lowest is adverb and present perfect tense are 4,6%. It was 
possibly caused by carelessness of the students: lack of motivation, lack of 
creativity, mistype during written the text and the researcher found the writing 




1. The Most Common Types of Grammatical Errors Made by the 
Students in Writing Activity. 
 Based on the data proved that the simple past tense (41,8%) and 
prepositions (33,2%) as the most errors which often happened in this 
study. 
 
2. The Common Errors for Each Class of Made by the Eleventh Grades 
Students on Their Writing Activity. 
 Based on the data about Common Errors of Made by The Eleventh 
Grades Students on their writing activity could explain as follows: 
a. XI IPS 1 
In this class, the researcher found that the common types grammar 
errors were simple past tense (35,2%) and prepositions (29,4%). 
b. XI IPS 2 
In this class, the researcher found that the common type grammar 
errors were simple past tense (45,4%) and prepositions (36,3%). 
c. XI IPS 3 
In this class, the researcher found that the common types grammar 
errors were simple past tense (50%) and prepositions or present 





CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 After collecting the data and analyzing the result of the research, the 
researcher drew some conclusions and suggestions. 
A.  Conclusion 
The finding indicated that the common types of grammatical error made 
by the students of eleventh grade were simple past tense 41,8% and 
prepositions 33,2% because the students omits some important items that 
must appear in the sentence. And dominant errors for each class were 
different, as we can see: XI IPS 1, the researcher found that the common 
types grammar errors were simple past tense (35,2%) and prepositions 
(29,4%), XI IPS 2, the researcher found that the common types grammar 
errors were simple past tense (45,4%) and prepositions (36,3%), and XI IPS 
3, the researcher found that the common types grammar errors were simple 
past tense (50%) and prepositions or present continuous tense (25%). 
Based on above, it can be concluded that most students of SMA 3 Brebes 
got wrong in past tense and preposition. The students had some difficulties in 
applied English grammar rules in their essay. Therefore, it is suggested for 
the teacher and the students to be awareness and more attention to the errors 





B.  Suggestion 
The researcher would like to offer suggestions to the students, the teacher 
and next researcher to decrease error in writing Recount text. As we can see: 
1. For Teachers 
To minimize grammatical error in writing Recount text, some 
suggestions are addressed to the teacher. First, teacher should give the 
clear explanation about the grammar. Especially, the teacher should 
emphasize the concepts of the grammatical rules because the most 
important o writing text. So that, students understand how to write in 
English especially in writing activities the Recount text. Then, the teacher 
needs to teacher knows what students lack and how to improve and 
students’ ability in types of grammar. 
 
2. For Students 
The students should pay more attentions to the English grammar rules. 
They also need to practice of writing a recount text properly. 
 
3. For The Researchers 
The present study us an attempt investigate the types and the sources 
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Appendixes 1: List of Students Participants 
No. NIS NISN NAME CLASS M/F STATUS
1 15355 0034834904 FARADHITA ASSYIFA ARYANI XI IPS 1 F Complete
2 15293 0033327230 ARIF ARKHAN XI IPS 1 M Complete
3 15438 0050578731 MEILANI AMARIA XI IPS 1 F Complete
4 15463 0043575574 NADIA XI IPS 1 F Complete
5 15264 0044297874 ALFIANI AZ ZAHRA XI IPS 1 F Complete
6 15488 0045169929 NURBEDI XI IPS 1 M Complete
7 15320 0040455803 DEWINTA RIKO VIANA XI IPS 1 F Complete
8 15600 0041837427 ZIDNA ROHMATIKA XI IPS 1 F Complete
9 15315 0044295700 DAVIT FIRMANSYAH XI IPS 1 M Complete
10 15397 0041837488 ILHAM ANGGARA XI IPS 1 M Complete
11 15357 0040398627 FARAH DIAS SANTHANA XI IPS 2 F Complete
12 15381 0044293306 HANUNG ERIANATA XI IPS 2 F Complete
13 15476 0049040477 NANDINI NOVALIA PUTRI XI IPS 2 F Complete
14 15326 0040455795 DIAN KAPITA SARI XI IPS 2 F Complete
15 15359 0040433440 FATA HEVY KASTA FEURIZA XI IPS 2 F Complete
16 15535 0050577969 SHINTA AYU APRILIA XI IPS 2 F Complete
17 15259 3055588414 AJI SAPUTRA XI IPS 2 M Complete
18 15512 0044330136 RIFALDI SAPUTRA XI IPS 2 M Complete
19 15540 0041873302 SINDI FATIKASARI XI IPS 2 F Complete
20 15440 0040455107 MELI SANDI XI IPS 2 F Complete
21 15403 0040554083 INES MARYAMAH NURFADILAH XI IPS 3 F Complete
22 15339 0040539868 DWI SUGIARTI XI IPS 3 F Complete
23 15563 0034812339 SYIFA AMELINA SAHARANI XI IPS 3 F Complete
24 15334 0034834528 DIYAN NINGSIH XI IPS 3 F Complete
25 15395 0040554190 IKHWATUN KHASANAH XI IPS 3 F Complete
26 15443 0034817218 MITHA AYU NAZILA XI IPS 3 F Complete
27 15286 0038050666 ANIQO ROSYADA XI IPS 3 F Complete
28 15553 0034875333 SLAMET XI IPS 3 M Complete
29 15377 0039344447 GHIFARI ZIDNI ILHAMI XI IPS 3 M Complete
30 15459 0049689035 MUTIARA SYAHARINI XI IPS 3 F Complete
 LIST OF STUDENTS PARTICIPANTS
SMA NEGERI 3 BREBES













































































Appendixes 6:   After Research letter 
 
 
 
